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Examiner 

Adrienne C. Johnstone 



Applicant(s) 
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Art Unit 

1733 



- The MAIUNG DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the eonreapondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
* Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned i^rtent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) 13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16 November 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parfe Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) |EI Claim(s) 1-26 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 5-26 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1:4 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 18 January 2002 is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
^ Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

II) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)l3 None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.13 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) 13 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 031202 , 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Tfademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 
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DKT AILED ACTION 

Election/Bestnctiona 

1. AppUcoat s election of Group I, clainis 1-4 in the reply filed on November 16, 2004 is 
acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed errors 
in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without traverse 
(MPBP§8ia03(a)). 

2. Claims 5-26 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 C5FR 1.142(b) as 
being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking claioL 
Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on November 16, 2004 (see paragraph 1 
above). 

Priority 

3. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an application 
filed in Japan on May 22, 2000 and on an application filed in Japan on July 11, 2000. It is noted, 
however, that applicant has not filed a certified copy of the Japanese applications as required by 
35U.S.G 119(b). 

^ See MPEP 1893.03(c): there is neither a certified copy of each priority document nor a 
copy of each certified priority document forwarded from the intemational bureau in the file. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to because Figure 5 does not clearly indicate which curve in the 
graph corresponds to cords A-F (differently marked lines not legible in scanned form). Corrected 
drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) axe required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include 
all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
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"amendecL" If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the 
replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and 
appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renimibering of the 
remaining figures. The replacement 8heet(s) should be labeled '^placement Sheet" in the page 
header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures K the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any 
required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be 
held in abeyance. 

6. In addition to Beplacement Sheets containing the corrected drawing f igure(s), applicant 
is required to submit a marked-up copy of each Beplacement Sheet including annotations 
indicating the changes made to the previous version. The marked- up copy must be clearly labeled 
as ''Annotated M arked-up Drawings'* and must be presented in the amendment or remarks section 
that explains the change(s) to the drawings. See 37 CFR 1.131(d). Failure to timely submit the 
proposed drawing and marked-up copy will result in the abandonment of the application. 
^ aaimJRejGotion8-3SUSC§112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 n.S.G 112: 

The specification sliaU conclade with one or more daims particularly pointing out and distinctly dainumg the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards 
as the invention. 

In claim 1 to clarify that the recited total elongation at break is for the cord applicants 
should in line 3 after IbreaJk" insert -- of the cord -- , and in claim 3 to clarify that the result of 
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the formula is in units of mm^ applicants should either in line 3 change "is d(mm)'' to - in 
millimeters is d — or in line 4 after "0.35" insert -- mm^ — . 

Claim BejeotioBS - S5 USC§ 108 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A peisoB shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a piinted publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this oonntty, more than one year prior to &e date of application for patent in the United States. 

9. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.G. 10S(b) as heing anticipated hy European Patent 
AppUcation 0 916 521 A2. 

See Cord No. 8 in Table 4: 1x5x0. 15mm steel cord, filament tensile strength of 5.2 kg/0.018 
mm^» 290 kg^un^-2800 MPa^ total elongation at break-4%, cord outer diameter to twist pitch 
ratio=0.74 mm/?.65 mm - 0.098, 5x0.018 mm^-0.09 mml 

10. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 n.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Matsumaru (5,722,226). 
See Samples 7 and 9 of the invention and comparison Sample 11 in Table 2 (3x5x0.38mm 

steel cords, filament tensile strength - 2773 N/him^. 
^ Conclusion 

11. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Matsumaru et aL (5,707,467) discloses a steel cord similar to the claimed cord but is 
silent as to the tensile strength of the steel filaments. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adrienne C. Johnstone whose telephone number is (571)272-1218. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday, 10:30AM- 7:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessf ul, the examiner s 



supervisor, Blaine CJopenheaver can be reached on (571)872-1156. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an appLLcation may be obtaiaed from the Patent 
Application Information Betrieval (PAIB) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIB or Public PAIR Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIB only. For more information about 
the PAIB system, see http://|)aLr- directuspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIB system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Adrienne C. Johnstone 
Primary Examiner 




Adrienne Johnstone 




